WHAT IS PALM SUNDAY?
3-29-15
Palm Sunday is the day we remember the “triumphal entry” of Jesus into Jerusalem, exactly one week before His resurrection, Matthew 21:1–11. 

Matt. 21:4  This prophecy was made around 500 years before it was fulfilled
Zechariah 9:9   Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Why didn’t He come on a white horse?
Matt. 21:8 


Why were they cutting branches down and laying them in the road?
Isaiah 6:12-13  Read these
Isaiah 11:1
“Branch” refers to the Messiah in:

Isa. 4:2  In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious,
Jeremiah 23:5  Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch;
Jeremiah 33:15   In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth;
Zechariah 3:8   I am going to bring in My servant the Branch.
Zechariah 6:12  "Behold, a man whose name is Branch… 

Matt. 21:9  “Son of David”, another name for Jesus Christ. This verse  quotes Psa. 118:24. This is the DAY…
Psa. 118:24-26   These verses refer to the 2nd Advent and these were the verses they were singing.  [This is the middle of the Bible. Psa.117 is the longest chapter and Psa. 119 is the shortest.]
Psa. 118:22-23   These verses refer to the 1st Advent and these were the verses they should have been singing.

Hosanna is translated from the Hebrew word YASHA NA which means “save now”.
They wanted the crown without the cross. They didn’t see Jesus as the One providing eternal salvation from the penalty of their sins. They saw Him as the One who would deliver them from the domination of Rome.

The people should have recognized that Jesus was their Messiah and King, not only because of these verses, but also because of the prophecy found in Daniel 9:25.

Daniel 9:24   Seventy weeks [490 years] are determined for your people and for your holy city.
Daniel 9:25   Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince [Christ’s triumphant entry], there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks [483 years; add 7 more for the Tribulation = 490 yrs or 70 years Sabbaticals missed X 7] 
THE COMMAND
Nehemiah 2:1-8 

Nehemiah 2:1  And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes… 
This was 444 B.C., 483 years to the day, Jesus Christ rode a donkey colt into Jerusalem as they hailed Him as the Son of David who comes in the name of the Lord. 

GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday is the Friday immediately preceding Easter Sunday. Many people remember this day in a special way to commemorate Christ’s crucifixion. However the Bible does not instruct us to remember His death on a certain day once a year, but it does command us to remember   His  death by observing the Lord’s Supper. 
1 Corinthians 11:24–26  declares, “… keep on doing this in remembrance of me … for as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
It appears that the Bible places more emphasis on Christ’s resurrection than on his death. Jesus Christ rose from the grave on Sunday, so it became the custom of the Jews and Gentiles to assemble together to worship on Sundays, rather than on Fridays to commemorate His death or Saturdays which is the Jewish Sabbath.
Furthermore, Christ was not crucified on Friday. 

Matthew 12:38-40  Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."  39) But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40) for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

There is no way to get three days and three nights between Friday at dusk and sunrise Sunday morning. Some go to the following to say that Christ was crucified on Friday. 
Mark 15:42   When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath,

It sounds like this would make the crucifixion on a Friday since a normal Sabbath is on Saturday, but this was not a regular Sabbath that occurred on Saturday. This was a special high Sabbath that did not have to fall on a Saturday. 

John 19:30-31   Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.  31) Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

This Sabbath was a special high day that was the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread which was the first day of Passover.
“The Wednesday view holds that this ‘Sabbath’ was the Passover (see Leviticus 16:29–31, 23:24–32, 39, where high holy days that are not necessarily the seventh day of the week are referred to as the Sabbath). The second Sabbath that week was the normal weekly Sabbath. Note that in Luke 23:56, the women who had purchased spices after the first Sabbath returned and prepared the spices, then ‘rested on the Sabbath’. The argument states that they could not purchase the spices after the Sabbath, yet prepare those spices before the Sabbath—unless there were two Sabbaths. 

“Purchasing the spices after the first Sabbath (Passover) would have meant they purchased them on Saturday and were breaking the Sabbath. Therefore, according to the Wednesday viewpoint, the only explanation that does not violate the biblical account of the women and the spices and holds to a literal understanding of Matthew 12:40, is that Christ was crucified on Wednesday. The Sabbath that was a high holy day (Passover) occurred on Thursday, the women purchased spices (after that) on Friday and returned and prepared the spices on the same day, they rested on Saturday which was the weekly Sabbath, then brought the spices to the tomb early Sunday. 
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“Jesus was buried near sundown on Wednesday, which began Thursday in the Jewish calendar. Using a Jewish calendar, you have Thursday night (night one), Thursday day (day one), Friday night (night two), Friday day (day two), Saturday night (night three), Saturday day (day three). We do not know exactly what time He rose, but we do know that it was before sunrise on Sunday. He could have risen as early as just after sunset Saturday evening, which began the first day of the week to the Jews. The discovery of the empty tomb was made just at sunrise (Mark 16:2), before it was fully light (John 20:1).”
Got Questions Ministries, Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010).

Luke 23:52-54   His man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  53) Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before.  54) That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

Mark 8:31   And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
Matthew 21:7–9 records the fulfillment of that prophecy: “They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!’ ” This event took place on the Sunday before Jesus’ crucifixion.

In remembrance of this event, we celebrate Palm Sunday. It is referred to as Palm Sunday because of the palm branches that were laid on the road as Jesus rode the donkey into Jerusalem. Palm Sunday was the fulfillment of the Prophet Daniel’s “seventy sevens” prophecy: “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times” (Daniel 9:25). John 1:11 tells us, “He (Jesus) came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” The same crowds that were crying out “Hosanna” were crying out “crucify Him” five days later (Matthew 27:22–23).

� Got Questions Ministries, Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010).





